Microsociology: Social Interaction in Groups
I. Importance of Social Groups.

II. Types of Groups

1. Primary Groups and Secondary Groups (Charles Cooley).

A. Inner Circle and the Iron Law of Oligarchy.

2. In-Groups and Out-Groups (William Sumner).

A. Them and Us: Functions and Dysfunctions of In-Group/Out-Group Relations. 

B. In-Groups and Out-Groups Defined.
C. Two Ways of Understanding In-Groups/Out-groups. 

3. Reference Groups.
III. Group Dynamics
1. Effects of groups size on stability and intimacy
A. Georg Simmel (1858-1918): Dyads, Triads, etc…
2. Effects of groups size on attitude and behavior. 
A. Helping Behavior and Kitty Genovese. 

IV. Conformity and Obedience as a Group Process.
1. What is the Difference Between Conformity and Obedience? 

2. The Asch Experiment (1952) and Conformity.


A. Results? 

3. The Stanley Milgram Experiment (1962) and Obedience.


A. Results?

4. Group Think and Group Polarization.
